Proclamations Proc. 7520

Proclamation 7520 of January 18, 2002

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This Nation was founded upon the belief that every human being is en-
dowed by our Creator with certain ‘“unalienable rights.” Chief among them
is the right to life itself. The Signers of the Declaration of Independence
pledged their own lives, fortunes, and honor to guarantee inalienable rights
for all of the new country’s citizens. These visionaries recognized that an
essential human dignity attached to all persons by virtue of their very exist-
ence and not just to the strong, the independent, or the healthy. That value
should apply to every American, including the elderly and the unprotected,
the weak and the infirm, and even to the unwanted.

Thomas Jefferson wrote that, “[t]he care of human life and happiness and
not their destruction is the first and only legitimate object of good govern-
ment.” President Jefferson was right. Life is an inalienable right, under-
stood as given to each of us by our Creator.

President Jefferson’s timeless principle obligates us to pursue a civil society
that will democratically embrace its essential moral duties, including de-
fending the elderly, strengthening the weak, protecting the defenseless,
feeding the hungry, and caring for children—born and unborn. Mindful of
these and other obligations, we should join together in pursuit of a more
compassionate society, rejecting the notion that some lives are less worthy
of protection than others, whether because of age or illness, social cir-
cumstance or economic condition. Consistent with the core principles
about which Thomas Jefferson wrote, and to which the Founders sub-
scribed, we should peacefully commit ourselves to seeking a society that
values life—from its very beginnings to its natural end. Unborn children
should be welcomed in life and protected in law.

On September 11, we saw clearly that evil exists in this world, and that
it does not value life. The terrible events of that fateful day have given us,
as a Nation, a greater understanding about the value and wonder of life.
Every innocent life taken that day was the most important person on earth
to somebody; and every death extinguished a world. Now we are engaged
in a fight against evil and tyranny to preserve and protect life. In so doing,
we are standing again for those core principles upon which our Nation was
founded.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 20,
2002, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call upon all Americans
to reflect upon the sanctity of human life. Let us recognize the day with
appropriate ceremonies in our homes and places of worship, rededicate
ourselves to compassionate service on behalf of the weak and defenseless,
and reaffirm our commitment to respect the life and dignity of every
human being.



Proc. 7521 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7521 of February 1, 2002
American Heart Month, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A new era in the prevention and treatment of cardiovascular diseases has
created renewed hope for those suffering from heart-related disorders. Anti-
coagulant drugs and other technologically innovative artery-opening treat-
ments, like angioplasty, are enabling doctors to better treat cardiovascular
problems in their early stages. Armed with the knowledge that lifestyle
plays a significant role in the prevention of heart disease, more and more
Americans have recognized the importance of not smoking, getting regular
exercise, and maintaining a healthy diet.

Despite these advances, cardiovascular disease, including heart disease and
stroke, remains the leading cause of death in the United States and greatly
increases disability among Americans. This year, cardiovascular disease
will be the primary or contributing cause in about 60 percent of all deaths
and will cost our Nation more than $330 billion in lost wages, diminished
productivity, and medical expenses. It is a little known fact that heart dis-
ease is the leading cause of death among women, with over 370,000 deaths
every year.

According to the Archives of Internal Medicine, most heart attack patients
wait more than 2 hours before seeking emergency care, primarily because
they do not recognize the symptoms of a heart attack. Delayed awareness
of the onset of a heart attack means that only one in five heart attack vic-
tims gets to the hospital quickly enough to benefit from life-saving medical
treatments.

Fortunately, many new public-private partnerships are working to educate
Americans about the warning signs of a heart attack and the need for rapid
response. The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and the American
Heart Association have recently joined with other national organizations to
sponsor a campaign called “Act in Time to Heart Attack Signs.” This pub-
lic awareness initiative emphasizes preventing heart attacks, recognizing
sometimes subtle heart attack symptoms, and immediately calling 911
when those symptoms first appear.

The AHA has developed an educational campaign, “Operation Heartbeat,”
that focuses on reducing sudden deaths from cardiac arrest. Cardiac arrest,
an abnormal heart rhythm that stops the heart from effectively pumping
blood through the body, usually results in death within 10 to 14 minutes.
Currently, only about five percent of those who experience sudden cardiac
arrest survive. Operation Heartbeat is educating the public about the signs
of cardiac arrest, reinforcing the importance of calling 911 immediately and

6



